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MeTV is a sketch based play around the theme of our increasing dependence on
social media rather than on face to face communication.

The premise of the play is that Emma, Matt and Nick are the three public faces
of the corporation Betasphere (subtly implying it is a better sphere or a better
place) which is a multinational, multimedia mega corporation whose products
are aimed at teenagers. Think a mix of Facebook, Snapchat, Tic Toc, Instagram,
etc.

The play is one of Betasphere’s (BS for short) frequent product launches where,
through different exaggerated and sometimes surreal sketches, Emma, Matt
and Nick pitch the new products to the audience.

There is humour, audience participation and a pleasingly human ending. We
hope you enjoy the performance.

The essential things to prepare the students for our performances is to make
them aware of the premise of the play, what it is, what it is about, and, usually,
the central characters. In this case you only need their names as they are all
presenters. Separate stories play out in the sketches as they become different
characters but this is abundantly clear in the performance. The changes
happen on stage in full view of the audience.

Anything else in this pack is a bonus. We’ve added a few activities that connect
thematically to the performance and do get your students thinking about the
themes. However it is not indispensable that you do them. The premise and the
characters and the style, perhaps, are.

The actors are well trained to adapt their performance to the specific audience
they have in front of them.



Recommended activity before watching the play - Tapescript

A news bulletin from your friendly neighbourhood Betasphere Corp. Ltd.
Hi,
Welcome and thanks for coming to BS’s new live show conveniently near you.

The charming Emma, the charismatic Matt and the ever dependable Nick will be
with you, as always, to show you the best new BS Apps you can now download
from us.

Problems with your family? Your father is sometimes a little hard on you? Your
mother doesn’t always understand you? Don’t worry. We have the ideal
solution for you. Come and see our brand new “How to manipulate your
parents without them ever realising you are” App. There will be something just
for you.

And as cheap and inexpensive as a BS App always is. Excellent value for money.
Well you know. You are one of the millions and millions of BS users.

Excellent news for our young lovers. Our “How to talk to someone you find
attractive” App is very nearly finished. Available for all current genders. This
has been the most difficult App for our engineers. Our apologies for all the
problems with the earlier Apps. We are extremely sorry. To all you young
people still in hospital, our sincere regrets. Our insurers will soon be in touch
with you. Maybe, even this year.

But that’s all in the past. Let’s all move on together. Come and see our new App
and all will be forgotten, we are sure. And we also have an extra special super-

reduced price for the first 47 clients who buy it - as long as you sign up for life,
of course.



Have difficulty in choosing the best friends? Then come, see our new upgrade

to our most successful App ever: “Friends. How to choose the best ones”. Our

usual money back guarantee if you are disappointed in the first two and a half
hours from your purchase..

So come along and meet Emma, Matt and Nick as they share all this goodness
with you. Millions and millions and millions of you can’t be wrong. Yes, so
many of you clearly do love our BS products.

And don’t forget to log on daily. You know where. And remember our promise
“We make it so you need it, want it and buy it”



Please pick and choose which of the suggested activities below you wish to
do.

You can use this as a listening activity or as a reading one. The Tape-script
is printed so the students can check each other’s answers or go through it
with you.

1-. LISTEN TO THE TAPE. WHAT DID YOU HEAR?

2-. LISTEN TO THE TAPE AND ANSWER THESE GENERAL QUESTIONS.

a) How many Apps did they mention?

3

b) What are the names of our presenters?
Emma, matt and Nick

c¢) How many Betasphere (BS) users are there?
Millions and millions and millions

3-. LISTEN TO THE TAPE AND ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.

a) What are the three Apps called?
“How to manipulate your parents without them ever realising you are”; “How
to talk to someone you find attractive”; “Friends. How to choose the best ones”

b) What are they for?
Making believable excuses to parents, How to interest someone you find
attractive, how to select your friends more carefully.

c) Describe Emma, Matt and Nick.
Emma charming, Matt charismatic, and Nick dependable



d) Which App is said to be: “Excellent value for money”, which App has an
“extra special super-reduced price?” For how many people? And which App
offers a “money back guarantee if you are disappointed?” What are the
terms and conditions of this offer?

“Excellent value for money”, parents App, an “extra special super-reduced
price?” is the one for attracting people you like. The first 47 people if they join
for life. And which App offers a “money back guarantee if you are
disappointed?”

This offer only exists for two and a half hours from buying the App.

4) Explain what the following mean:

a) “Our apologies for all the problems with the earlier Apps”
“see transcript and decide what details you want students to give.

b) “There will be something just for you”
Various interpretations,around they have so many there is an app that is for
every individual.

c) “This has been the most difficult App for our engineers”
It implies this is the most challenging and complex human interaction.

d) “We make it so you need it, .....ceceeevvevnnenceees...” How does this sentence
continue?
want it and buy it.



THESE ARE ACTIVITIES, WHILE NOT NECESSARY, YOU MAY LIKE TO DO.

There are two guided discussion activities on the subject of family you
might like to go through with your students. There are, obviously, no
correct answers.

(pages X and Y)

Two guided activities on the subject of friends that just require supervising
by you.

(pages X and Y)

In MeTV a running joke is made about the difficulty of talking to girls.
Obviously, girls face the same challenge. This is a guided activity to see
what your students’ value in a possible “partner”. You can do it either that
they say what they are looking for or that they say what they think the
opposite (or the same) sex looks for. It might be best done with the boys
giving their impressions and the girls theirs. Then they compare. Either
exchanging papers with an opposite sex group, or as a whole class activity
on the blackboard with you.

(pages X and Y and Z etc)



1) TEENAGERS VERSUS PARENTS

Below are some typical sentences about the relationship between
teenagers and parents. Which ones do you agree with? Why? Why not?

e Children should be at home at the time their parents tell them.
e Teenagers should have their own money.

e You should be able to do what you want in your own bedroom.
e Boys and girls should help in the house.

e Boys can have more freedom than girls.

e You should be able to talk to your parents about anything.

e Parents should let teenagers make their own mistakes.

e Parents should understand it is difficult being a teenager.

e Teenagers should understand it is difficult being a parent.

Now, write a questionnaire for your class-mates about their habits.

Here are some questions to start you off. Think of some more.

How often do you go to the cinema?

How often do you go to parties?

What time do these parties usually finish?
Do you ever come home late?

How do you come home if it is late?

Can you play music whenever you want?
Where do you do your homework?



2) DO THIS, DON'T DO THAT!

Imagine you are the parent of teenage twins: a son and a daughter.
Using the following guidelines work out a set of rules for them. Think of
the reasons why you choose your rules.

Remember you are a parent for this exercise. So, do your job.

First do this individually, and then compare with a partner, thenin a
small group and finally bas a class. Try to arrive at a compromise with
your class but be prepared to argue for something you believe in.

e Do you want to supervise their homework?

e Do you always want to see it?

e Do you want to set times for them to do their homework or leave this to
them?

e Under what circumstances would you want to see an individual teacher?

e Who pays for their clothes?

e Who decides what they wear?

e What would you not allow them to wear?

e How much money should they get a week?

e Can they do what they want with this money?

e What is a reasonable time for them to come home on a school night?

e And at the weekend?

e Isthere anywhere you would not allow them to go?

e Do they always have to tell you where they are going?

e If they are going to be late do you want to collect them yourself?

e Do you allow them to have a motorbike? Can they go on a motorbike?

e What rules do you have for boyfriends and girlfriends?

e How do you talk to them about sex?

e What can they do and what can’t they do?



Are you a good friend? Answer the following questionnaire.
What do you think?

WHY CAN’T YOU JUST BUY A GOOD FRIEND?

This is a speaking activity where students find their perfect friend. It
contains clear ordered stages, though it is not necessary to do all of them.

First brainstorm vocabulary connected with friendship. Qualities you
admire in a friend. Likes and dislikes you expect to find in him/her,
etcetera.

Then make up four different people that are going to be sold as friends.
Make them different - as much as is possible. They are only examples. You
need to establish price, qualifications, requirements. Exactly as if it were
for a job.

Next, either put the students into pairs, one being a shopkeeper who is
selling the friends and the other a customer or you be the shopkeeper and
encourage class questions about the people you have for sale. The purpose
is to check for errors in asking questions for such information or in
providing the answers. Deal with any common errors as you decide.

Next, and depending upon your class size, make a number of shopkeepers-
each containing two students. The remaining customers are clients. They
can either be single clients, a pair, or group, of friends or a married couple.
The idea is that there are the same number of shops as there are of groups
of clients.

Next, ask the shop keepers to each prepare a special offer, similar to the
ones practised earlier in class. Encourage them to prepare details and to
practise giving the information correctly. Meanwhile, encourage the clients
to practise asking questions. If they are couples, or groups tell them they
must persuade the other members in their groups to accept their preferred
friend, if they can.



Then each group of clients goes to a shop and enquires about their special
offer. Then they change until each client has visited each shop. Then they
decide which friend they prefer and why. Class feedback.

1) YOU HAVE SOME MONEY. YOUR FRIEND NEEDS SOME. DO YOU LEND
HIM/HER THE MONEY?

a) How many Apps did they mention?

yes, always

b) What are the names of our presenters?

it depends why s/he wants it

c) How many Betasphere (BS) users are there?

it depends when he/she can pay you the money back

2) YOU REALLY LIKE YOUR FRIEND’S GIRL/BOY FRIEND AND YOU KNOW
HE/SHE LIKES YOU.
YOU DO NOTHING BECAUSE IT IS YOUR FRIEND.

True or False?

3) YOUR FRIEND IS NOT VERY GOOD AT MATHEMATICS.
YOU ARE A MATHEMATICAL GENIUS.

You:

a) let him/her copy your homework

b) you try and explain how to do the homework

c) do nothing. He/she just isn’t good at mathematics and that’s it.

Now write two other similar questions for a friend of yours to answer.
How did he/she do?



BELOW IS ALIST OF HUMAN QUALITIES. WHICH DO YOU THINK ARE THE MOST
IMPORTANT?

PUT THEM IN ORDER. YOU CAN ADD ANY OTHER QUALITIES YOU THINK ARE
IMPORTANT.

Wears fashionable clothes

Funny

My friends like her/him

Attractive physically

Can show me new things e.g. hobbies, groups
Likes the same things as me e.g. music, sports
Has some personal money

Kind

Likes my friends

Is good at school and can help with homework
Is good with my parents

Intelligent

Is a good dancer

Is popularin school

Nice hair/eyes

Is good at sport



A simple Drama activity for students.

Two students are going to act out a date. Insist that they do mime out the
activities, the more theatrical they can be the more entertaining and effective
the activity is.

The rest of the class is the virtual dating guide and provides the content of the
date by suggesting what happens.

Students on stage only have to ask the virtual guide “What happens next?” and
the audience provide what happens on the date.

The virtual guide can be as specific as they want with what happens next so
long as the scenario remains the date.

Just as in reality, advice from an app can be ignored; the students on stage can
respond “no” if they don’t want to take the advice of the app. In this case new
advice is then given.

For Example:

What happens next?
You go to a restaurant?
What happens next?
You order food?

What happens next?
You kiss passionatly
No.

You pay the bill

What happens next?
You walk together through the park?
What happens next?
You smell the flowers.



A few different students create several dates and, if possible, write down
what happens to then discuss them afterwards. Which was the best date?
Why?

PROVIDE DATING ADVICE FOR A VIRTUAL DATING APP.

The meeting.

How do you greet someone? Give three options.

Going out

Where to go? Give three options.

How to get there? Give three options.

Restaurant

What do you eat? Give three options.

What to talk about? Give three options.

Who pays?

Cinema

What is a good genre of film to watch on a first date? And Why? Give three
options.

After the cinema

Club, Concert or a Bar? Why?

If Club or concert, what type of music? Give three options.
Dancing or not dancing? What type of dance? Give three options.
Walking home

What do you talk about? Give three options.

How do you say goodbye? Give three options.

ONCE YOU HAVE ALL YOUR OPTIONS. CHOOSE THE COMBINATION THAT
WOULD MAKE YOUR PERFECT DATE.
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